R 7 IR i
| AUGUST 11, 18467

i, i Bk g
MANY SERVICEMEN RETUEN
‘Soldiers were held in the valley
as replzcements for troops in San|
Diezo and elsewhere along the coast.|
in event of heavy casualties among
the defenders, should the Japanese|
have invaded these shores. |
Of this army of soldlers and ma-
rines that filled the valley, only two|
men remain, They are guards =t
deserted Camp Gillespie. i
Many servicemen who were sta-
{tioned here have returned as civil-|
ians to reside in the valley. Numer-|
ous G.I homes are in evidence. Here|
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The Best Town in San™Diego County ...." .

EL CAJON, IN HEART

porilon of El Cajon valley. The name, from the Spanish,
surrounded by hills and meou

OF RICH

FARM AREA, ENJOYS BOOM

Editer's Note—This 13 the sighih of &
series aof articles om San  Disge eounty
inwrny, Addilional arlicles are in prepara-
tiem. ! )

By J. C. SBAFLEY

El Cajon is- Booming—and wlthi
pital B. The pepulatien is i
sing rapidly. = New business,
structures are rising. Many resi-
iences are being constructed. Man-
Jacturing is being established. Re-
1zil trade is brisk. Real estate is
shenging hands.  Agricultural and
neriicultural erops in‘El Cajen val-
ley are abundant.

The people 2re Prosperous and
they are enthusiastle over their eity
and valley and their prospects for
{He future. Families are arriving
daily in guest of homes and busi-
ness locations, in. this beawtiful and
verdant valley east of San Diego.

NAME MEANS ‘THE BOX'

The neme, El Cajon, from the
Spanish, means “The Box." It is
applicable particularly to the valley
in which the city is located, because
the walley, almost as level as &
floor, and approximately 15 -miles
sguare, 15 hemmed in by hills and
mountains, broken by =an occa-
sional pass, through which high-'
ways lead to the esst, south, west
end norih. In ofher words, the
valley resembles a box. The city)
1z 480 feel above sea level |

And do not mispronounce -the
pame. To do so would bring a
chuckle from the residents and
immediately would brand one as
g tenderfoot. The name iz pro-
nounced “el cah-hene,” with long
*n" and acecent on the last syllable.
“g]" in Spanith means “the” and
smeane “lat™  Alen T ohe

[Py

~The valléy originally was part of
& Mexican land grani, consisting
of more than 48,000 acres, made in

1845 to Maria- Antonio Estudillo de|

Pedroarena, who was the wife of
Miguel de Pedroarena, and which
wes known as El Cajon rancho.

Tt was not until® 20 years after

California became ‘a part - of the |

United States, following the war
with Mexieo in 1846-48, that settle-
ment .of El Cajon wvalley. began. It
was about 1869 that the valley was
opened to settlement, and as late
as 1877 only 25 white families had
located there.

HOTEL BUILT IN' Y0s

In the 1870z, Amaziah L. Knox,
a native of Maine, built a hotel end
livery stable at what is" now Main
and Magnolia =ts, the heart of El
Cajon, and the place became known
g3 Knox's Corners. Knox came io
Califgrnia in 1858, but spent @ 10

ears in Alpine county, prier to
pcating in San Diego county.

About that time; John Rhea
opened & store and D. B. McFaddenl
gtarted a blacksmith shop.

The hotel was the center of early-
day life in the community and was
the stopping place for stagecoaches
and for freighters, who drove 10
gnd 20-horse teemg between San
Diego and Julian, Descanso . and
other points in the mountains,
FLUME PAYROLL LARGE

Knox's Corners was a  lively
though gmall place in those days.
Besides the gold mining activity at
Julian, in the 1870's, there came
oonstruction of the wooden flume|
to carry water from the mountains
to San Diego. Large numbers ui’|

|ings, fo oranges, lemons, walnuts
land olives, Croszsroads stores de-
veloped into towns.  Churches and
schools were built and retail -busi-
ness assumed a wider scope,

AUTO BPEEDS SETTLEMENT

And ihen came the automobile,
‘with the demand for paved high-
|ways. These highways opened up
| much - of the interior country to|
imnrg intensive setilement, and this
became especially true of El Cajon
|valley, where many who have busi-
nezg in San Diego ‘mow reside,

The farms were divided intol
smaller tracts—five acres, two acres,
one scrée—on each of which a fam-|
ily resides in comfort and con-
tentment, ;

In 1930, the town's populalion was
1050, -and even as late as 1940, it
was only 147L. It was during the
war years that the town -and val-
ley made their greatest strides,
\with the 1945 census showing a
|pnp1.:.'iatl1:rn for El Cajon city of 3175,
while Postmaster Jackson .
Roether estimates 10800 persons
|were served by the postoffice as of
March 1, 1946,

|{CAME FROM EVERYWHERE
From where did all these peo-|
iple come? They came from every-|
iwhere in the United States. Many|
were workers in San Diego's mam-
mut%war plants, crowded out of
{San Diego by lack of housing, Sogmn|
|all available houses in El Cajon
were occupied, and numerous new
|residences were built, Some ef
Ith:sg places were small—a room or|
1 thav amuohasized 1he

Paarm Rt

| established in: El Cajon.

| pleted. Branches of San Diego stores
{are being opened and four or five
| chain stores have declded io enler

|the field. i

several houses built of lumber from
abandoned-Camp Callan already are!
nearing completion. i

While El Cajon experienced an|

e_-xtraurdinar}' wave of prosperity,
during the war years, because of the'

heavy military payrolls and the

'large portion of the city’s population

which earned big money in airplane
factories, it has net sxperienced =
letdown since the end of hostilities.

IMPORTANT TRADE CENTER

The only commercial center of
consequence between La Mesa and
El Centro, in Imperial valley, El
Cajon, as the geateway to the wvast
mountain hinterland of San Diego

county, is'a supply point for many

hundreds of ranchers in the back

couniry.
Among communities from which
El Cajon derives extensive trade are

Suncrest, La Cresta, Harbison Can-|
ivon, Jamul, Dehesa, Jamacha, -Ra-

mona, Jacumba, “Alpine, Descanso
gnd Campo, A :

A dozen or more retall stores re-
cently were opened or sooh will be
For these
new buildings are required, and they
gre rising as fast as materials are
obtainable. Several have been com-

EVIDENCE OF STABILITY
Chain establishments, it is pointed
put, do not locate in & town until

they have made a careful survey|
of trade eonditions, especially -wiih|

reference to business possibilities in
the vears to come. The fact that they
have decided to locate in EL Cajon
iz regarded not only as evidence of
stability of the city, but reasonable
gssurance that it will continue to
grow and prosper.

Plenty of parking facilities for
customers constitutes- a feature of
the newly - eslablished businessz
houses.

When & workman can oOwWn =
-omfortable, low-cost home, located
on an acre of ground, near his place
of employment,  convenient to
churches; schools and gtores, and in
a town:where he actively may par-
ticipate in civic and social affairs,
there ‘is little likelihood, it is em-
phasized, that he. will lend an at-
tentive ear to the doctrines of rant-
ing labor agitators.

HAS TEACTOR INDUSTRY

Among the newer indusiries of
El Cajon’is the manufacture of gar-
den tractors. The factory, owned
and operated by Joe Nichols, B, E.
Heckert and'J. J. Demeter, makes
one tractor-a day and expecis to in-
crease the eutput to three daily by
Jan. 1. They employ 15 men,

The fractor, -which weighs -635
pounds, i opersted by a 4 1-10
horsepower . engine, with  three
speeds forward and one reverse
and has individual brakes on each
wheel. The tractor runs eight miles
an hour at high speed. Advantages
of the small tractor are ability to
do close work on truck farms and
in groves, and the low cost: The
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EL CAJON, IN HEART OF RICH AGRICULTURAL AREA,
ENJOYS BOOM, LOOKS TO FUTURE WITH CONFIDENCE

{ Continued from Page 1-B)
d. L. K. Lentz and R, F. Perty. |
¢ concern makes aluminum fit-|
'z for irrigation standpipes. The|
put is 400 daily and the pmductl
wold through dealers.

We rre just getting sterted,” said

ot ihe owners, Manufacture ﬂfl

apsible umbrellas is eontemplat- | l

but this work is held up by in-|
ity to procure the type of steel
gived for the framework of the |
:lr\e]]a which will fold so that it.
be carried in & pocket, |
I.r: newest factory, which opened |
¢ 5, makes tropical swhnings of
p aluminum. The awnings, at-
ted to the outside of a window,
operated from the inside, are a|
of cross between an awni
2 venetian blind. Owners o
firm are L. C. March, B. iR
nmin and J. B. Ellsworth.
|

AER INDUSTRIES
ne of the more important |
tries 1z Cuyamaca Meats, |
ch Aubrey Sears is president 1|y
wger, The concern, establisher
rember, 1840, does an extens|y
it packing businees, and at -

e time alfords a ready marl
livestock from the back count
ing 1943, the company slaugh

1 4842 head of catile, 1358 calwve

i hogs and 313 sheep. Thirty pe

i are on the payroll. i
n especially interesting manu-
uring plant is that of the Amer-'
| Pipe & Construction Co., which|
illing an order for 22 miles 1:|i’|
1 pipe. encazed by concrete for|
San Vicente agueduct. Sixiy per-
: of the order has been com-
ed,

we pipe sections are 16 feet long,
nches in diameter and 5% inches
k. The company manufactures
1 evlindrieal reinforecing cages,
ie of rods, which constitute the
nework, and rolled steel cyl-
g, forming the interior. Both
automatically welded.

YCRETE BTEAM-CURED

hen assembled, the steel portions

upended in mammoth molds,

which conerete is poured from a
el carried oh a huge traveling
e, Each bucketful econsisiz of
¢ cuble yards of concrete. The
rete is steam-cured in 72 hours,
1]1:11 the pipe’is ready for lay-

M. Meade is general super-
ndent of the plant whith em-

‘s 60 men. The daily uut;_)ut I.:
zetions, or 416 linear Teet.

Cajon Valley Citrus aaaom.uﬁnu.
operative with- 150 grower mem-
, comprising abput 75 percent of
growers in the valley, ‘pack and
s oranges and lemons, Raymond
iz secretary-manager. The asso-:
on last - year ‘shipped 535 r:a.r-
s of fruit,

DENT FLERS TRAINED
Cajon airport, at the north: Btdl:

he valley, is owned by Weetem].
es Flying service, and here stu-|
. aviators are. frained.-

1 old-time industry.of tha valley
12t of Ed Rose, who -manufac-
s deep-well turbine pumps.
nong the pipneer merchants is
D. Hall, -dealer in lumber and
ling ies, who has been in
ness-in El Cajan s{.nca 1885, =nd

-at tha sse of BT -esanfiniies os

| Gardens,

_|PROUD OF STUDIOS

Beople of El Cajon point wuh
pride to the Valley Studios, owned | |
Iand operated by Mrs, Maybzlle,’
{Smith, Mrs. Smith's porirait work
has won wide recognition and her
clientele includes many persons in
San Diego.

A new building that has met
{with much acclaim is a modern

| |theater in the downtown area.

El Csjon is served by a branch
of the San Diego & Arizona East-
ern railway from San Diego,
Freight service only is maintained.

The wvalley is a part of La Mesa,
El Cajon and Spring Valley Ir-
'rigation dl.stm:t, n-lth Cuyamaca

| lake and El Capitan reservoir as

source of water,

An outlying community iz Winter
consisting of attractive
residences amid citrus and svocado
groves, Here are homes of num-
erous San Diege buginess and pro-!
fesgsional men, and retired army andu
navy officers, Some pecans are
grown here, 1

Villa Cara Heights, an area of 36|
acres just west of the city, recently
wag taken into the city limits.

A convenience io the people of
the wvalley iz the newly-established
buz line linking El Cajon, Santee,
Bostonia end Lakeside. It is owned
by Peter Lapp, who takes hia turn
with his employes as driver.

CIVIC CENTER BITE HELD

The city owns a block of ground
not far from the business distriet,|
which eventually will be used for a:
givie center, Located on the grounds'
at present sre = playground, the
chamber of commerce building, and
log cabing for use by Boy Scouts end
Girl Seouts.

Wearby is a park. owned by the
county and leased for 20 yearsz to
ihe Hotary club. On thiz land iz 3
building housing the county library,
and it also includes two meeting
halls for elvil affairs, 2 kitchen and
stage. During the war, the US.0.
was guariered there.

El Cajon has house-lo-house myail
delivery, and two rurzal routes serve
the wvalley,

'PLAN WAR MEMORIAL ' .

. -The city has acguired eight acres
to be used as a war memorial, Plans
for the memorial include a baseball |
tILaJ:mmd. swimming pool, 5=
ljum, suditorium and a building to
|house trophies of the war. Thirty
‘men from-the valley losi tl:m.r lives
in World War II 7

The Klml}il chib, 'of, wh.bch Dr.
E J Wells iz pruldenh +has 54
memberg, A. Robert Hunter. is presi-
5'?; of Rotary, with wmambemhm-

El Cajon "Fallegr Grammu schmlx
have -an enrollment -ofi 1700, John
Muntgmrr iz mp!ri.nt&ndﬂnl‘.. High

i

schoal students allend qrussmunhmaker secrefary-manager, and Mrs,
| The eity has six churches. | Lois Hall. office secretary. Shumak-
El Cajon was incorporated az a er and Mrs. Hall are full-time em-
city of the gixth class in 1912 and in- | ploves.
cludes an area of sbout cne and a| Allison B. Lutterman, member of!
half square miles. Charles H. Xen- the publicity commtttee has been|
von is mayor and Vie Christianson |especially active in community pro=
is city clerk. The police department|motian, since he returned from the|
numbers Iour men. Rex Huffman |war. He was in the First marine di-|
is police chief and K. M. Halgren |vision snd saw much activity. in 1he|
iz chief of the volunteer fire depart. | Pacific war zone.
ment. | “Accomplishments that will come

ildi 1,“1 the welley.” said Schrade, “willl
}feE;:-J 'ig-'igigis teég‘tl;sd ;?.rmlt Ega i;umr: {be ﬁltT:nughLI me whu%'hl;ﬁartcdhmﬂ
i ﬂsca] aperation o e membership, whic
Ifﬂa;;firlm ol e it Ipnm sure the directors have, We

.. " |are striving for the betterment of

S Rt i, T e watiea ] Cafom vty e it
= kel ems arise, we a d

bl ey, b ol e b, o e i of hle imort-
of the peace of El Cajon township. e
He holds both courls in the same
court room and more often than
not those who sppear hefore him
do not know whether they are in
|'pu]lce court or justice court,

HOLDS NIGHT COURT

| Judge Thacher probably is the
{only judge in San Diego county to
-hu]d night court. He holds court
|on Monday and Thursday nlghts for
the convenience of defendants who
|are reguired to work during thed
4day, and also fo enable litigants in
small claims eourt 1o appear with-
out neglecting their work. Day
court is held en Thursday after-
noons and Saturday mornings,

El Cajon Valley Chamber of Com-
|merce iz only 3 menths old, but is
|getting ready for big things. Headed
by Jack Schrade, widely-known
rodes announcer, the chamber has
undertaken asz its immediate major
problem the providing of an abund-
ance of parking space in the down-
lown area.

OTHER PREOJECTS PLANNED

A second projeet iz a clean-up
campaigf in the walley, while the
third objective. is installation of
traffie control signalsat the prm-
cipal downtown inters

The chamber has 180 mernbers.
with a budget of 58000 subscribed.
Judge Thacher and H. L. Benbough |

are vice presidents, Foye Shu-




