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Iertile land gave rise to award-winni

Take a trip through Fast Countyv, wol on its roads bad inio its
past, with towr guides whoe know their tervalin. They are forwl
Ristorians with stories to share end a knack for tracing bhe
winding, wild rools of the things around us today. Each week offers
a wew fale from a different pant of Fast County,
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This aerial shot from the 1920s of an avocado ranch alont
aqricultural uses of knolls and hills around the valley floo

used by would-be aviator Donald Gordon for his daredevil
Today, the knoll is occupied by 5t. Kieran's Catholic Chur




In addition, Asher sold the
Army the eucalyptus tmber re-
quired to build barracks at H
Street and Atlantic Avenue. He
also buill the city's first fower
shop on Fifth Street. His wile
operated the shop, trom which
early San Diegans purchased
rees and garden plantings.

According to William Sulli-
an's 1985 article 100 Years ol
San Diego History” in The fowr-
nal of San Diego History, Asher
champloned San Dicgo's future
in agriculiure in a region then
used primarily for cattle ranch-
ing. He also helped organize
1] L Diegn Horticultural So-
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[n 1885, Asher moved his
wile and seven children onto a
Sdeacre parcel along whal s
now Fletcher Parkway, He paid
21,025 in pgold for e land and
huildings where the Sears store

shastdts tnday,
Cin the acreage, Asher and
his family established another
nursery, Many older residents
sill remember the odd little
house and riding school thal
rommained there for decades,

The [former owner of Asher's
new nursery property had al-
ready planted its boundaries
with olive trees, and built a
house and enclosures for cattle
and horses. Asher and his sons
planted part of the property
with ornamental plants, rose
bushes and fruit trees,
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Josephine had loved growing
things since the age of 5, when
she helped at her mother's
flower shop, At 17, “Josie™ was
propagating  reses,  palims,
pansies, verbenas and other o
namentals, With her skilis as a
horticulturist, she regularly
won local and countywide rec-
ognition, but at the 1883
World's Columbian Exposition
in Chicagn, she wan prizes for

the superiorily of her ra
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high.
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