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Farmers durinq settier days harvested wheat using horse-drawn
machinery around the turn of the 20th century in an area where

Valhalla ngh School was built.

El Cajon Historical Society

EAST COUNTY STDRYTELLERS

History of our area
comes to life again
in weekly column

Take a trip through East County, not on its roads but into its past,
with tour guides who know their tervain. They are local historians
with stories to share and a knack for fracing the winding, wild roots of
the things around us today. Each week offers a new tale from a differ-

ent part of East County.

By Eldonna Lay

istory is a collection of a
H period's records, leg-

ends, diaries, novels and
publicatiens. Each holds nug-
gets of information for a more
in<depth understanding of his-
toric figures, and what society
was like in their day.

Jane Austen novels (and
movies) reflect the manners,
architecture, clothing and att-
tudes of 19th-century England.
Our own Civil War began with
the fiery speeches and writings
of New England philosophers,
authors and reporters

Without knowing what peo-
ple of an era thought, needed or
wanted, we miss having a bet-
ter sense of why and how they
made worldchanging deci-
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Why and when did leaders
choose peace over war? Why
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— anation's direction, I'm ak
ways astounded when some-
one brands history as boring.
[nformed people know that his-
tory has all the drama and trag-
edy of grand opera, and some-
tines the witless farce of
Shakespearean comedy.

I've been assigned to tell vou
storiesabout the histories of
the city of El Cajon, those with
El Cajon addresses on Mount
Helix, and the county's unincor-
porated areas in and near Ran-
cho San Diego. But for those
stories to make any sense, my
next few entries begin with
brief, general descriptions of
what was going on in our hills
and valleys between the 16th
and mid-19th centuries. Then,
when [ introduce vesterday’s lo-
cal dramas and comedies, you'll
enjoy them even more.

To do rewarding research of
vour own, [ highly recommend
checkine ot Tamese Tracer's
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