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Orgzknizmtian Bu rsting with
Idens, Bursting At the

5&”?}’\/5.{ “No room. No room!” | ike the

Hatter} the Marclﬁ Hare} and the Dormouse in
Alice’s Adventu res in Wonderland believed of
their table, the Knox [House and its little office
are simplg too small to accommodate the growing
collections of materials we're asked to maintain
and the growing number of services we’re asked to
Provide. Students and teachers, descendants of
local tami]ies, researclﬁers} and a varietg of others
want to use our files and our collections in their
search for information about [~ ast County’s
lﬁistorg. New residents want to visit our house
museum to learn about the communitg Long~time
neighbors want to leave their collections to an
organization which can Provicle the security, the
Protection, and the resPect tl’?CH deserve.

Unlil(e Alice, thouglﬁ, we cannot look
about and insist “ | here’s Plenty of room!” We’re
terriblg squeezec{ for space to continue our most
basic work and equa”g squeezecl for space to
begin new activities — quilting, story te”ing]
workshops, cratts, Iectures, children’s programs,
and others — which would offer our local residents
exciting new oPPortunities to be more involved in

their communitg‘

The Poard has discussed a number of

oPtions including an additional structure
a&Jacent to the Knox [Jouse, an idea imPossible
because of utilitg casements still in Place, a
carryover from the time Judson Fark and the
Knox were on the same Piece of Property and
Farl( Avenue curved slﬁarP]y behind the house to
intersect with Magno]ia‘

We’re eagerto talk to current members
and to recruit new members who will be able to
lﬁe]P us solve the dilemma. What do we need, and
whg? Where do we need it? [Jow will we obtain
it, and when? Are there friends and Partners in
the comm unitg who would like to heIP? F]ease
share your ideas with a Poard member, send us a
letter, make a Phone ca“, and offer to be Part of
the solution! Share this newsletter with
acquaintances who are not now members of the
[Historical Societg. Ask them to give us their
thouglﬁts, their energy, and to helP us continue
our mission of Preserving and Promoting the
lﬁistorg of the [T Cajon area, its historical
structures and artifacts.

T oo difficult, you say? Not so! As the
deen in Alice’s Adventures told her young
visitor, “Whg, sometimes I’ve believed as many as

Six imPossib]e tlﬁings before breakfast.”



Z %eritmge

Musical A'fternam to Draw
Fans to Prescott Promenade
Sunday, July 27

Prescott Promenade, on Main Streetjust
east of Magnolia Avenue, will again be the setting
for the Historical SOCiCtﬂ’S Summer band
concert, a Iong and enjogable tradition of music
under the trees. We moved the program from
Juc{son Farl( to Frescott Fromenade last year
because of the increasing traffic and noise on
Magno]ia Avenue and, although we lost the
connection with that Iove19 little Park and its
}Jeauthculgazebo, found the afternoon much more
relaxing‘

The San Diego City (Guard Pand, still
under the direction of our own Genc Vac]’]er, will
be featured at the concert and will }JeJoined !35
the | a Mesa City | imits barbershop quartet, a
PoPular addition to last year’s schedule.

The Citg (Guard Band, organized in the
mid-1880s bg musician and tireless promoter Jack
Dodge, first manager of the SPrecl(els Theater]
is a fond part of San Diego historg.

Gene \/acher has Playecl and tauglﬁt music
for more than eiglﬁty years, loca“g and througlﬁout
the world. He’s a familiar face not onlg to us but

to the | Cajon Rotary Club where he and
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[ lizabeth Montgomerﬂ lead the club inits
musical interlude every Tuesc{aﬂ afternoon.

Members of the | a Mesa Citg | imits
ba rberslﬂop quartet have su ng together for years,
entertaining at hundreds of locations including
Disneglancl, anlcomm stac{ium, the Gaslamp
anrter} schools, hospitals, community events,
and more.

Bring your lawn chairs or bring cushions
for the Park benc]ﬁes, get out the sunscreen and
the sun hats, gatheraour friends, and Plan tojoin
us on the 27" from 4:30 until 7:00. Many of the
restaurants along Main Street will be open and
more than happg to Pack an early dinner for you
to enJ09 cluring the concert.

Friam(ly (’/am;aetitian
S}Jpwkj Summer Mam]?erskiy

Drive
Since its Founding in197%, the 7 Cajon

[Historical Societg has taken an active role as a
Protector of local l'n'story and a Promoter of the

many unique Peop]e and features in the I~ ast
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Cou nty. We now sponsor an eager13 awaited
annual home tour, an annual essay contest which
this year attracted almost 300 Participating third
gracle stuclentsj and a beautiful rose garclen at the
Judson Park gazebo which is lovinglg maintained
forus bﬂ members of the East County Rose
SOCiC’CH. Qur research and reference materials
are used }33 hundreds of Peop]e cach year and the
Knox House enjogs a steadg stream of guests
eager to visit and learn about [7 | Cajon’s first
commercial }Juilcling‘

Flans during the next year include the
continuation of those activities Plus the addition
of a contest to select aPProPriately historic Paint
colors to cover the Knox’s exterior Paint now
showing the signs of wind and weather. We'll also
continue our discussion of the need for additional
activit9 space and try to reach consensus on use,
size, location, and other critical issues.

[t will be an active, exciting year and the
Board has endorsed a Summer membership drive
with Prizes for the current members who bring in
the most new partners for our activities. New
People, new ideas, new energy — we welcome them
alll

The membership camPaign will begin with
your receiPt of this newsletter and end September
50%4 Ttie committee will ta”y the “referred }39”
information on all new aPPIications and will
announce the names of the recruiting ctiampions at
our annual meeting in October.

The Prize for the person bringing in the
greatest number of new members will be a

deliciou513 authentic Perioé dinner for six at the

Knox Housej cooked and served by Eldonna Laﬂ

]u 117 2003

and several other talented Board members.
Seconcl Prize will be four passes to the San
Diego /oo Plus two cuclc”g stuffed animals for
the children or granclctiilclren who enjog the
outing with the ticket recipient.

Encourage someone you know —
neighbors, local students and teactiers, church or
club friends, anyone you know who has an
interest in local historg — tojoin our growing
organization. Write your name on the “referred
}33” line of the enclosed aPPlication and give it to
someone toclag! CoPies of the form are Pertectlﬂ
acceptable. Or, call the Knox House at 444~
%800 for more aPPIications.

(F ditors note: if you’re someone reacling
this newsletter for the first time and want tojoin
the organization} Please feel free to “refer
3ourselt - we look forward to your

Participationl)

212 Third gma{e Students
Join the Fun in this Year's
Annual ,'Essm7 Contest

Almost 300 young People researched
local events, interviewed friends and relatives,
studied [T | Ca_jon historg, and submitted essays

in this year’s annual essay contest. Donein
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corjunction with the local history segment of the
third grade curriculum since 1982, the comPetition
has taught children and their classmates many new
facts about their communitgl helpecl them learn
research skills and interviewing techniques, and
}Jrought many new additions to the [Historical
SOCiCt\(j archives.

We salute all of the students (ancl their
teaclﬁers} named in Parentheses) for their hard

work, their enthusiasm, and their accom Plishmentsl

* First Flace I~ ssay Award
| iesl Qestreicher — Rancho San Diego ((Goe)
W Second Place [ ssay Award
Nicholas Smith — Vista (Grande (Fear)
* Third Flace I~ ssay Award
Robgn Malette — Blossom \/a”ey (Ha“igan)
* Frecl and Nettie Kersten Awarcl
I milee Bola nd — Rios (Brool(s)
W Virginia Stead Award
Matthew T hornton — Vista (Grande (Baker)
* Heritage Awarc{
Jasmine Amaclo — Cuya maca (Stone)

* Neatness Awaré
Beatriz De | a Cruz — Chase ((Caruso)
Mirna [Farhat — I:lging Hills (Meshna)
3w Qriginality Award
Nick Ru ppert — Avocado (] ieberknecht)
Joey Southworth — Flying Hills (Ferkins)
W Research Award
Matthew Williams — Elossom Va”ey (Moodg}
Caleb Adkins — I:Iging Hills (Linésay}
Rﬂan Vermillion — f:lging [Hills (Perkins)
(onner Cla rk — Vista (Grande (Joh nson)
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Shane Dillon — Vista (Grande (Pear)
Klera Mc|ntire — Vista (Grande <Saltzstein>

*%est of \%choo] Awarc{
Tagler Shakowski — Avocado (SCnninger)
51’16”63 \/a”aclares — Banantﬂne (Tiegs)
Mikagla Duchene — Elossom \/a”ey <5impson>
Andrew | ran — (Chase ((Caruso)
Jack Gates — Crcst (Charles/RotHisberger)
Rabla Said — Cuyamaca (Stone)
Dominic Maniscalco — Flying Hills (Ferkins)
Car19 Hines —Fuerte (Kem)
Daniel Starwalt —W.D. Ha” (Bocker)
Michelle Miller — Madison (]_evine)
Dglan Stewart — Magnolia (50{:0)
William Speegle — Rancho San Diego (Goe)
Kimberlg Angquico — Rios (Jokerst)
Algssa Regnolc{s — Vista Grancle (Fear)

* Honorab]e Mention Award
Dana Warde“ — Avocaclo (Lieberknecht)
Bilah [Heartfield — Ba”antgne (Van 5!831«:)
Dougie f:orclgce — Flying Hi“s
(Anderson/Rice)
Marg | ieberknecht — Flging Hills (Linclsag)
Alana Vieira — I:Iging Hills (Lindsag)
[ vora | homas — I:lging Hills (Meshna)
Rebekah T russler — Flging Hills (Meshna)
Joseph PBarron — W.D. Hall (Bocker)
Brgan Hart—— W.D. Ha“ (Schultheis)
5]’16”63 CoPelancl — Maclison (Levine)
Michael [ ller — Vista (Grande (Eyers)
Car19 McKim — Vista Grande (Eyers)
Lorgn FPosladek — Vista (Grande (Bgers)
Da“as Sheehan — Vista Grande <Sa]tzstein)
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FPaul T ominna — Vista (Grande (Saltzstein)

Watch for this 3ear’s toP three essays in
the October, Januarg, and APril issues of
‘H'eritmge‘

“WAhAE 1s %istm/ 27 Not a
Simyla & uestion, Not A

Sim}ale Answer!
One of the thouglﬁt Provoking questions

asked éuring this year’s essay contest related to
the definition of history. What s it, exactly? |s it
different for an eiglﬂt year old than for an eiglﬂt3
year old? Should there be sPecial guidelines for
an essay contestjuc}gecl !33 an historical society?
At the request of Tammﬂ Goodwater,

chair of our annual contest, the Doard of
Directors discussed the ques’cion and discovered
a surprising fact. (Jnlike “antique” which is often

defined }33 terms such as ancient, belonging to a

distant Past} or more than 100 years old,

definitions of the word “his‘corg” are not marked !35
such spechcic words. |nstead, we find “historg”

called a chronological record of signhcicant events,

the aggregate of Past events, and the continuum of

events occurring in succession leading from the

past to the present and even into the future. The

Gireek word “historia” is translated as an account

of one’s inquiries. And, we are reminded }39
T

another source, the content of historu alwaus

reflects the interests of the ageinwhichitis

written.
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So,in answer to the question, the Poard
chose not to designate a time Frame, instead
aHowing cach ParticiPant to choose his or her
own definition of historg. Manﬂ students
selected toPics related to earlg 1l Cajon while
others researched and wrote about Peop]e,
events, and businesses whose Place on the
calendar has been much more recent. A” of the
essays Provided valuable learning exPeriences for
the children, increased their knowle&ge of local
People and events, and helpec] them, in the finest
Greek traclition, to prepare accou nts of their
inquiries. We're Proucl to have been partners in

that process.

Thoughts to Ponder . . .

“Our resPonsibility, as keepers of historg
(] like the strengtlﬁ of that Britislﬁ term i(eeper
instead of the Latin curator), is to communicate
meaning to the best of our abilities. That means
we must be aware of subtle cocling inherentin

words and Phrases we use to clescribe the Past.
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T he truth never cl'ianges, but our human trailty in
trying to see and describe the truth must be

constantly monitored.”

[Fred Reenstjerna, Cata]oging Librarian
Doug[as Count9 Librarg Sijstem,
Koseburg, Oregon

“Done we”, interPretation tielPs audiences
connect with the past in Persona] ways }35 clrawing
on icirst~Person accounts of human activity. Ttie
best interpretive programs are well organizecl,
based on sound historical research, and have clear
ob_jectives‘ Tl’ieg are tailored to diverse audiences
and ways of Iearning Wl’ii]e keePing education at
the Foretront, they let audiences draw their own
conclusions about the past. With interPretive
programs, we P189 the ancient and honorable role
of storgte”er. Wl’ien we tell stories we”} no matter
whether our organization is large or small, we know

we are carrging out our mission.”

Timottiy C Glines and David (Gra bitske
Minnesota riistorica! Societg

St Faul, Minnesota

“Over the last few clecades, l'iistorg has
become much more inclusive in its Presentation.
The voices of women, Atrican~Americans, and
various ethnic minorities, unheard in Previous
generations, are now a Part of the mainstream of
historical interPretation‘ Unpleasant aspects of
the past bear the full light of scruting. History is
now looked at from many PersPectives‘ ]t makes
ourjobs more cha”enging, esPeciaﬂy when the
Public looks at the past from different Points of
view. “My” tiistorg may seem different from “your”
l’iistorg, making it not unlike coniqicting

Perspectives on current events.”
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Charles . Bryan, Jr.
\/irginia Historical Societg
Kichmonc’, Virginia

Misquided Guide Book.
Contributes to Trﬂogic
Winter far 1844's Donner

Fmty

]n a Marcl'i 9, 2003, Sunclag Oregonian
article titled “[” rrant advice upstages dreams of
Western emPire}” Fortland columnist Jol’in Terr9
relagecl the heartbreai(ing stor3 of the Donner
Fartg and its misPIacecl trust in a soon
discredited travel book.

Ohio ]awger, traveler, and Po]itical
asPirant | ansford W. Hastings wrote the 150-
page Emigrants’ Guide to Oregon and
Calitornia in 1845. According to Terrg, “it's a
curious comPi]ation. |n his short tenures in both
Oregon and California he couldn’t have had time
to visit all the areas he reports in detail.

“For each area he sets forth detailed
descriPtions of the landsca pe, geologg, Plant life,
native inhabitants and other vital information. |n
many cases he’s wilc”9 off the base and never
says where he got his information.

“In APriI 1846, 89 emigrants left
Springtielc{, Hinois, for Ca]itornia Theﬂ
acloPteo Hastings’ book as their guicle and
suPPosec”y arranged for him to meet them in

August at Fort Bric{ger to escort them across
the Utah desert.
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“Hastings for some reason took off before
they arrived at the Fortj and tlﬂeg Procceded
without him. Theg imme&iately went off course
and took 18 dags to make 39 miles across the
Wasatch Range. More time was lost s]ogging
across the Salt Desert, a quagmire of claﬂ, salt
and mud.

“Once free of the desert, the group
followed streams Hastings indicated would lead to
the [Humboldt River. Theg didrt. October 28
found them high in the Sierra Nevada. An earlyl
lﬁeavy snowstorm moved in, blocking their way.

“On|9 45 members of the Dormer Far’c3
managecl to survive . ...

“Hastings maintained he’d left word at
Fort Briéger that it was too late in the season to
continue and to stay put until sPring. The
survivors velﬁemently held otherwise. His
connection to the disaster was wicle|3 Publicizec{.
[His and his book’s rePutation were dashed in
consequence.

“APParently undaunted, Hastings
Practicecl law in Calimcornia] Preachecl seParatism}
balked at state]ﬂood, was elected to the State
(Convention in Montereg in 1849 and sided with
the Comcecleracg during the Civil War.

“A]Cter the War he traveled to Brazi] and
Publishecl his Emigrants’ (Guide to BraziL [He
died in 1870 while on a voyage to Brazil with a

slﬁiploacl of colonists.”
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The Inside Back. Fﬂge e
Wasn't it just yesterday ... ¢

233 Juclg Garrett, #eritnge Editor

“Sunrise, sunset. Sunrise, sunset. SWiFtlﬂ Hg the years.

One season )Co”owing another.”

(From “Fic{dler on the ROOF”)

Fl Cajon and the [~ ast County grew breathtal(ingly fast, Particularlg du ring the 3earsjust after
World War |] when thousands of soldiers and sailors chose to stay in the warm Southern California
sunshine after their release from the militarﬁ il Cajon, a tiny agricultural community incorporatecl in
1912 }39 a handful of electors, grew sIow]g until the 1950s, then saw a Periocl of explosive growtlﬂ. 59
1960, the city’s Population hacl_jumpecl to 37,618 and the original square mile had become almost nine.
Today, we have more than 95,000 residents in a 14.1 square mile area and have little vacant land left for
new development.

A Fascinating exhibit to have on clisplay for guests at the Knox [Jouse would be a lﬂistorg tracing
the city’s growtlﬁ. When were various sections of toclag’s community added to the existing city? What
Prompted the annexations? How casy were tlﬁey to accomplish? Was there any oPPosition? Were there
other areas which could have — or should have, or mig]’mt have — been armexecl, as well? The exhibit could
include a series of map over]ags and could become a conversation Piece for adults as well as for our many
visiting school children.

Our neighboring cities have flourished, too. | a Mesa, incorPoratec{ the same year il Cajon
was, has a current Population omCaPProximatelg 55,000. Oantee, an incorporatecl city onlg since 1980, is
almost as larga | _emon (Grove has 25,000 People. |n the unincorPoratecl area, Rancho San Diego
claims more than 19,000 residents and A]Pine, once a tiny vi”age in the hills, has another 16,000 or so.

]n an era of such exuberant growtlﬁ, it’s easy to lose the sense of communitg which made each of
our community histories unique. What roles were Plaﬂecl 139 the earlg Kum63333 residents? | he
Spam’sh missionaries? |Dofia Maria Antonio |~ studillo? Railroads and golcl miners? | he military?
Amaziah Knox and [F.d [Tletcher? (George Cowles and Milton Santee? And, what roles are played by
the people creating history today? [How will researchers two or two hundred years from now regard us
and our role in local historg?

As President of our historical society a few years ago, | fantasized about converting the old
(srossmont High SCHOOI into a rePository for [ ast Countg archival collections. T he site which has

meant so much to 50 many People n this area coulcl become a research center for a” of us and our sharecl
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l’iistories, a”owing us to Pool resources, to store collections too iarge for our local organizations to tiouse,

and to Provicie centralized research facilities.

A dream? Tociay, the !Duilciing is still needed bg the school district for its administrative facilities

butj as the deen told Alice, “o.
breakfast.”

tHome Tour Thanks. ..

Bea Heyengaj committee chair for this

3ear’s wonciericuny successful home tour, credits

much of the event’s success to the many volunteers

who helPeci as greeters and hosts for the Property
owners who oPeneci their homes, garoens, and
hearts to guests.

Thanks to Ellen Ancierson, Art
Ba”antynq Jane Bender, Jo Anne Burns, Jim
Giraves, [ran Hill, Ctiristg and Joe Klock,
Eldonna and Kicharci Lag, Carlotta Norcia”,
Caria Nowai(, Lou Toth, and Slﬁaron ‘\/ow]es
SPecial aPPreciation to Pob HattruP for ciesign
of the Publicitg ngrs and to Jim (Graves and Joe
Klock for iqger distribution and other kind
assistance whenever needed.

The committee is alreacig thinking about

sites and attractions for next 3ear’s tour. Ti’ianl(sj

sometimes I’ve believed as many as sixX impossible tl'iings before

Beal
Knox House Museum hours:

12:30 ~ 3:30 pom. Sntun{mp
or ]717 n;apointmznt.

%eritﬂﬁe is Pubiished quarter19 for members and
friends of the [T Cajon [Historical SOCiCty‘
Send comments and materials for Pubiication to
the 7| Cajon [Historical Society, F.O. Box
1973, 1 Cajon, CA 92022-197%. Phone:
(619)

444-3800.
President Jane Pender
Vice President Meredith t‘[attrup

Recorcling5ecretary (Carla Nowak
Corresponding Sectfj. Fllen Andersen
Eob fﬂattrup
Jucig Garrett

Treasurer

I ditor

—far MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION, please visit the museum or call us at (L17) 444-3500 —

E_i Caj’on [Historical SOcietH
F.O . Dox 1973
il Cajon, CA 92022-1973

www.eicajont‘iistorg.o rg

NonProtit Organization
U5 FOSTAGE
FAID
Permit # 154
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Summer Band Concert
Sunclay, Julg 27,2003

— details inside —
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