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ECHS Annual Meeting Oct. 24

WASP shares her love of flying

The El Cgon Higtoricd Society’s Annua Meeting will
be held a 5 p.m. Thursday, October 24, at Junction
Steakhouse, 777 Jamacha Road, El Cgjon (formerly
Jamacha Junction). Be sureto get your reservationsin

" Ww h.h!
Don Hall (left) and hisbrother Rick try out the new door .

New door greets visitors

Wouldn't W.D. Hdl, one of the carpenters who built
the world-famous Hotel del Coronado, be proud to know
that two of his great-grandsons, Don and Rick Hal, had
built and ingtalled a new but era-appropriate hardwood
and glass front door a the Knox House Museum!  This
beautiful piece of hand-craftsmanship replaces what board
members think was a 1940s door installed by one of the
Knox’'s many former owners.

W.D. Hall was creator/owner/operator of hisown
popular lumber busnessfor 76 yearsin what wasto become
downtown El Cgon. The lumber company continued to
exig until the 1970s when the area was purchased and
replaced by the City of El Cgon’'s new City Hal, the East
County Performing Arts Center, and its landscaping.

early (see back page for details). Our specia speaker is
Jean Landis. AsaWomen's Airforce Service Pilot
(WASP) during World War 1, she shuffled fighter planes
between U.S. military airfields.

In July 1943 the growing numbers of women pilots
being trained for U.S. Army Air Force service were
consolidated into the Women's Airforce (one word)
Service Pilots, the WASPs. By the end of the program,
1074 women had flown every type of military aircraft from
the B-29 to America sfirst jet, the P-59. Fighter aircraft,
particularly the P-47 and the P-51, were ferried in great
numbers by the WASPs. These women loved single
seaters and conddered flying fighters the essence of what
it meant to fly. One woman fortunate enough to be
assigned fighters for most of her wartime career was Jean
Landis. Landiswas sent to Brownsville, Texas, for fighter
trangtion training, and when time came for her firg flight in

figh P-51.
afighter, she drew aP-5 (continued on page 2)

Haunts
Invade

As part of itsinvolvement with the Downtown Art
Waks, the Knox House will sport a HauntFest theme and
participate with the downtown galleries and businessesin
HauntFest on Main from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, October 25.

Discover what happens when the new school principa
buysthe local haunted house and tries to live there. Master
dory-tdler Carroll Rice will captivate your imagination
with his new short sory No Such Thing as Ghosts on our
haunted night.

Be sure to come by the Knox House for some old-
fashioned fun.



President’s Message

Fall Highlights

Dear Membersand Friends of ECHS,

Now thet the fall season is
upon us and summer’s “heat wave
and humidity” are over, | hope
you' re looking forward to the
upcoming events we have planned.

Firgt on the agendais our
Annud Medting which will be hed
Thursday, October 24", starting at 5 p.m. (dinner
served at 5:30 p.m.) a Junction Steakhouse, 777
Jamacha Road, El Cgon (formerly Jamacha Junc-
tion). Be sureto get your reservations early to
Secure a Seet as our program speaker is Jean
Landis, alady who piloted U.S. Air Force Bombers
during WWII.

The nominees for the 2014 ECHS Board will
a0 be presented at the meeting for approva. The
2014 Board Memberswill hold office from January 1
through December 31, 2014.

The Knox House Museum will be open on
Friday, October 25, from 5to 8 p.m. for El Cgon’s
annua Hauntfest. We participated last year and had
agrand time with haunting storiestold by Board
Member G. Carroll Rice.

The holiday Wings & Snow Downtown Wak
will be held Friday, December 6, from 5to 8 p.m.
The Knox House Museum will be decorated for the
holidays for you to enjoy. Be sure to add these
dates to your caendar.

We have been able to keep the Knox House
open thefirst four Saturdays of the month from
11 am. to 2 p.m. for visitors and researchers. We
require two docents during the visting hours and
would gppreciate having afew more volunteers.
We can dso use help with paperwork, research,
and filing in the office. Want to help? Leavea
message at (619) 444-3800.

Thanks you dl for the support you have given to
ECHS this year, in the past, and in the years to
come.

Sncerdy,

Fran

Pilot soars
at annual —
meeting &Y/

(continued from page 1)

Jean dso flew anumber " | .
of other types indudingthe = © “§ l

P-47. Jean recallsthat the ; l

P-47 was a bucket of bolts
JEAN LANDIS

)

e

compared to the Mustang; it
was too heavy and duggish.
“But whenyou gotina
Mustang, it felt like you had
just strgpped the wingson. You didn't fed you had any
fusdlage around your body; you were apart of thearplane”

Jean had the good fortune to be stationed at the
Ferrying Divison in Long Beach flying nothing but P-51s.
The new fighters were picked up at Inglewood and flown
al over the country, particularly to New Jersey where they
were prepared for shipping oversess. Reactions to awoman
climbing out of a P-51 were varied — mostly Startled.

“Once | few into afidd thet was off-limits but the
weather was bad,” sherecdls. “I had adight mechanica
problem s0 | called in and asked for permission to land. |
kept radioing ‘ P-51 ready to land; awaiting find landing
ingructions.” 1t was sort of garbled and they kept asking
meto cdl in again and again. Findly they said: ‘Waggle
your wingsif you receivel” So there | was waggling away
and pretty soon they came back: ‘Lady, the only thing we
see up thereisaP-51! Whereareyou? | replied,
‘That’sme! | am the P-51"

“They couldn’'t believe it. They werelooking for a
Fiper Cub or something. Findly, when | landed, what a
welcome | got. Word got around that a gal was flying that
thing. By thetime | had taxied up to the line, following the
little Follow Me truck, there were lots of guys around to
see what kind of woman was flying thisP-51. They'd
never heard of us, the WASPs.

“We had to pay for dl our clothing, had no medical or
insurance benefits or many other military benefits” Jean
recals. ‘ The WA SPs were subject to military discipline
and lived in the Officers Quarters, but they were not
alowed mogt military privileges and received less money
than men doing the same job. But we were there to fly
and loved every minute of it.”

Do we have your e-mail?

If you received this printed copy of the Heritage in
the mall, we don't have your e-mail address. Please send
usyour e-mail address at echs0997@att.net so that you
can receive updated information.




New documentary set here

“A Box Full of Rocks: The El Cgon Yearsof Lester
Bangs’ isanew documentary by Grossmont College
indructor Raul Sanddlin. Ledie Conway “Lester” Bangs
(December 13, 1948 — April 30, 1982) was an American
music journdigt, author, and musician. He wrote for
Creem and Rolling Stone magazines and was known for
his leeding influence in rock music criticiam. Thefilm
chronicles his childhood years as he grows up in El Cgjon.

A premiere screening of “A Box Full of Rocks” will
take place at Grossmont College' sLester BangsM emorid
Reading sarting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 22, at the
college in Room 220.

For moreinformation, vigt the Lester Bangs Archive
website at www.grossmont.edu/englishvlesterbangs.

ECHS President Fran Hill (center) and Curator Mike
Kaszuba (right) met with Manjeet Ranu, director of the
City’ sPlanning Department to discussthe housing project
that will be replacing the EI Granito Ranch (and
the camel) on the south/west side of Avocado/

directly across from Von's shopping center, near
—— ew al the Knox

by Mike Kaszuba, Curator

WoMEN's BooTs
Donated by: Cindy Breece

Description: These boots originaly belonged to Orpha Naomi Hawks,
née Frissdl, who was born in Amery, Wisconsin in 1897. When Orpha
died in 1991, these shoes, which appear to have never been worn, were
passed on to her sster Esther Barlow, and then on to Esther’ s daughter
Cindy of Lakesde. The boots are cusom-made black leather lace-ups
with pointed toes and stacked 2" hedls fashioned for an extremely dainty
foot. Theindgdesarelined, and the
sewn-in labd identifies them asthe

Martha Washington style, aturn-of- I
e the-century favorite.

They were manufactured by the F. Mayer Boot & Shoe Company of Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, circa1910. Frederick Mayer was a German emigrant
journeyman shoemaker who came to this country in 1851 and began his own
shoe shop business, growing steadily over the next three decades. In 1880 he
embarked on awholesale shoe venture, manufacturing fifty pairs of high-quaity
shoes per day, and in afew short years built the business to over 10,000 pairs
per day, becoming amgor name in the US shoe industry while retaining a reputa-
tion for reiability and qudity. Hiswas a hard-working, enterpriang immigrant
success sory of the type that made this country grest.

These boots are now on display in Amaziah and 1l1a s bedroom. Thank you
Cindy for this remarkably well-preserved addition to our collection.
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Video captures train ride
along historic route

ECHS s Eldonna Lay discovered
anew video available on YouTube:
Train ride from Plaster City through
the Carrizo Gorge to Jacumba that
she describes asfollows:

Ride dong on an old engine
aong the trackslaid for the San
Diego ArizonaRailroad asit travels
through a near-barren desert and up
the climb through the historic tunnels
chipped out of the mountains &t the
beginning of the last Century.

From Plagter City, through the
agtonishing Carrizo Gorge switchback
up and into Jacumba, it' satrip to
remember. Out of commisson for

decades, the tracks can now carry
engines and cars again, so teke this
higtoric journey in the comfort of your
own home. Be sure to have plenty to
drink beside you because the land-
scape is so desiceated that you'll
want to “wet your whitle’ now and
then. By thetimetherideendsin
Jacumba, you might find yourself
ingpired to look again at the mode of
thisexemplary trip in the Railroad
Museum in Balboa Perk.

When the San Diego and Arizona
Railroad route was proposed so
many years ago, doubters cdled it the
“Impossible Railroad” because of the

El Cajon in WWII

by Fran Parsons Hill

Way back in 1944, El Cgon had
a street dance on Halloween on
Magnolia Avenue near wherethe EC
Chamber of Commerceislocated. In
those days, there was adirt ball fidd
inthat block. A library building and
recreation hal was at the east end of
thefidd. There were afew street
lights but it was Hill pretty dark.

Welcome New

Members

RitaCloud

Ddores Rios-Ruis Howard
Carmen Hurrle

Teari Lamp

Judi Littrel

Kenneth Bruce Siebrand
Robert (Bob) Tea
Rebecca Taylor upgrade
to Enhanced Life

People of al ages danced the “ Jitter
Bug’ in the stredt.

During that time gas was rationed
and stamp books were issued alow-
ing families to purchase a limited
supply of coffee, butter, shoes and
other items. Used cooking oil and
grease were saved for recycling.

Cars and buses drove with the lights
dim at night and the windows in
homes and businesses had shades or
drapes to cover the windows at night.

Gillespie Fidld was atraining base
for the Marine Paratroops and we
could heer the airplanes circling the El
Cgon Vdley getting ready for the
Marinesto jump. Carswould line up
aong North Magnolia near the base
to watch the troopers jump from the
arplanes. Once their parachutes
opened, you could hear them laughing
and calling back and forth to each
other asthey floated safdly to the
ground.
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number of tunnels required, and the
severe drop down onto the desert
floor. Asthe video takes you through
some of those tunnels, you' [l wonder
how many hours it took chipping them
out of SO many mountains without
power tools. The complexity of the
switchback alone made it one for
historica mention as being an engi-
neering triumph.

ECHS Profit & Loss
Budget Overview
January through December 2014

Income

Miscellaneous Sales $410.00
3rd Grade Essay Donation  600.00
Book Saes 150.00
Donations 1,200.00
Dues 2,200.00
Invesment Income 25.00
Opportunity Drawings 600.00
Quarterly Mestings 2,000.00
Specid Events 905.00
Total Income $8,090.00
Expense

Insurance $1,600.00
Newd etter-Publications 300.00
Office Expense 1,000.00
P. O. Box Rentd 175.00
Postage 400.00
Quarterly Meetings 1,800.00
Safe Deposit Box Rentd 215.00
SdesTax 100.00
Security 300.00
Storage 700.00
Teephone 1,000.00
Third Grade Essay 500.00
Total Expense $8,090.00
Net Income 0.00



ECHS Proposed Officers
and Board Members

This proposed date of officers and board members
will be nominated and voted upon at the annual
meeting October 24.

The following Officers are proposed for one-year
terms starting January 1, 2014:

O Presdent .....cooooveeeveeieceeceee Carroll Rice
O VicePresdent.........coou...... Fran Parsons Hill
Docent Becky Taylor explained “ how people lived in - goecordlng dSecrgt;r:y """""" GIonaChzi(/jwmk
olden times’ to a group from a local Boy Scout troop - TESPONGING SECIELErY ...vovveevvve oo ecart
who visited the Knox House September 21. O Treasures .....eeeeeevennnee. George Dall, CPA.

The following persons are nominated for eection to
the Board of Directors for three-year terms that will
end December 31, 2016:

O Fran Parsons Hill

Knox House needs docents

Lagt year, more than 400 third grade students toured
the Knox House Museum, thanks to the generous dona

tion of time on the part of aloyal, but small, band of . g;foha%’ice
docents. This schoal year, we dready have two schools O LouToth
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(eight classes, about 200 children) scheduled for toursin I _ _ _ _ _

January and March. At least four docents are needed for | The follovylng Directors will continue to serve with

eech tour. Usually two classes arrive on oneday, and one | terms ending December 31, 2014:

class tours the Wieghorst Museum (which paysfor the | O Gloria Chadwick

buses) while the other class tours the Knox House, then | O Christy Klock

the classes switch museums. | O JoeKlock

All you need to be a docent is an eagerness to share | O CalaNowak

El Cgon’shigtory with curious third graders and adults. A . : . , .

two-page “ Docent Guide’ includes the information about I The foIIovymg Directors will conti r.lue to save with

the exhibits. If you'd like to be adocert, please levea | terms endling December 31, 2015:
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message for Becky Taylor at (619) 444-3800. O George Ddl
O EldonnalLay
El Cajon Historical Society D ey Saxton
d of Directors 0 ey [
Board 0 The following persons are recommended to serve on
Presdent ......ccooevvveiniiveeeeene Fran Parsons Hill the Nominating Committee for the year 2014:
Vice Presdents.........ccoueuee. Joe Klock, Jonna Waite O Fran Parsons Hill
TrEASUIEY ... George Ddll
Recording Secretary .........ccocooevenennene Carla Nowak S ‘é?goﬁlnzct ay
Curators........cceevveeeennn. Mike Kaszuba, Eldonna Lay O CarlaNowak
ANChIVIS . Fran Hill O Becky Taylor
Office Manager .........cocevevenenenenennns Mary Saxton & _ o
MEINENANCE ...ovovevvveeeeeseeeeseeeessreeeeee Rick Hall Respectfully submitted by the 2013 Nominating
MemBErSNip ..o Christy Klock Committee:
Essay Conte+............. Alice Rodriquez, Becky Taylor Rick Hal
Centennia Representétive .......... Bonnie Fredensborg Fran Parsons Hill
Heritage EItor ..........ccovvvecvriiccee, AnitaTindey Christy Klock
Membersat Large ..........cocovevevnnnee. Ellen Anderson, Joe Klock
Richard Lay, G. Carrall Rice, Karna Webgter Eldonna Lay
Telephone Messages (619) 444-3800
.-
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Introductory Note by G. Carroll Rice

Persond narratives are precious resources for our
Higtorica Society. In the following essay, ECHS member
Milman Y oungjohn shares his memories about poultry
farming. (Last issue focused on citrus growing.)

Since his parents' Pepper Drive property was devoted
to citrus and poultry production, Milman was in aunique
position to observe two phases of Depression era agricul-
ture. His experiences pardle those of many El Cgon
Vdley resdentsin the 1930s as the region trangtioned
from an agriculturd to indudtria base.

Memoirs of Poultry Farming
In the El Cajon Valley 1930-43

by Milman Y oungjohn

Although the orange grove adong Pepper Drive was
beautiful and produced generous quantities of oranges,
citrus could not be sold for the cost of production. So
Dad turned to poultry, more specificaly white leghorn
chickens. These were laying hens, not fryers or roasting
birds. There were many abandoned poultry enterprisesin
the area but Dad thought that there was till opportunity.

Dad sdected the hillside up behind the house and
away from the orange grove as the location for two
chicken houses. Theland was leveled usng a horse
drawn Fresnos, akind of scooping device that would
shave off aninch or two of high ground and dump it in the
lower places. All of the congtruction materids came from
the W.D. Hal Company in El Cgon. Thiswasthe largest
and most important lumber yard and hardware store in the
entire area.

These were no ordinary chicken coops. Each was
212 feet long with four rooms on each side of a centra
feed room. That's eight roomswith a cagpacity of 250
laying hens each, bringing the entire flock to 4,000 birds.
Although this was a large chicken operation by Vdley
gandards, it would not be able to exist in today’ s world
where birds are counted by the hundreds of thousands and
kept inindividua cages. About a quarter-acre fenced
yard wasin front of each room so the chickens could get
out of their enclosed quarters and scratch alittle dirt or
take dust baths. They would be considered “range
chickens’ today.

The chicken houses were beyond state-of -the-art.
There were private laying quarters and a conveyor which
ran the entire length of the building for carrying feed and
other supplies. When the rooms were cleaned, the
conveyor carried the litter out of the end of the building
onto a scaffold with the farm truck waiting below. The

fry Farming auring the Depression Years

conveyor was then tipped dumping the litter into the truck
from which it was soread asfertilizer in the orange grove.

The buildings faced south to dlow in the most sun.
The south walls were wood only about haf way up with
the upper half being chicken wire. Four foot wide lever
controlled visors were built dong the south roofline. These
could be closed in case of rain or adverse wegther of any
kind. Other chicken farmers and agriculture officids as
then existed would come to ingpect this innovation.

Y oungjohn chickens were not union birds. Dad rigged
up an darm clock with a spring loaded device which he
&t to turn dAl of the chicken house lights on at 2:30 am.
So those chickens would be up eating and laying eggs by
3 am. and looking forward to another 16-hour day.
Within afew days after the war began, we were awak-
ened by srens and agenera clamor in the backyard at 3
am. The police had arrived en masse saying that the lights
from the chicken houses would be seen a sea 25 miles
away and serve as a beacon for the prowling Japanese
fleet. No more lightsthey said. Torn between the di-
lemmaof nationa security and the need for food, an
agreement was reached whereby Dad draped the light
emitting Sde of the chicken house with fumigation tents
used inthe grove. That satisfied the officials and things
went on as before.

Dad bought the feed a the San Diego Cooperative
Poultryman’s Association at 22" and Imperid. We had a
1930 Modd A stake bed truck with dud tires. This
indestructible vehicle would be loaded with 72 sacks of
feed (about 7200 pounds) every week or two for the trip
to the farm. Pepper Drive has only a modest grade but
that loaded little truck had to labor up in low gear.

The baby chickens, a only three or four days old,
came from Kimber Farmsin Petdluma, Cdifornia. Art
Kimber, ascion of that distinguished clan, was adorm
mate at Berkeley after thewar. The baby chicks would
arive at Union Station in San Diego for transportation to
the farm viathe little truck that could. 'Y ou could hear
them peeping through their cardboard box containers.
Once a the farm, they were put in a room under a
temperature controlled eectric brooder with water and
specid feed. Inonly amatter of days the chicks would
dart to lose their down and start to sprout feathers.
Although these chicks were supposed to be dl femaes, a
few mdes with ther larger cones would sart gppearing in
acouple of weeks. Determining the sex of aday-old
chick was, and till is, amystery. Nobody that we ever
knew could do it but the “sexers’” at Kimber Farms were
at least 95% accurate.

We would keep the roogters until they were about
haf-grown. A deder would pick them up a the farm



aong with non-laying hens that had been culled from the
flock. If ahen’s pelvic bones were less than three fingers
wide, she was not laying and was put in with the roosters
to be sold. Then there was the problem of “setting” hens
that 9t on laid eggs trying to hatch them. Of coursethe
eggs were infertile and would never hatch. Setting hens
quit laying, start losing feathers, and make a bdligerent
“cluck, cluck” sound. If disturbed, they’ll give you agood
peck. Such bad tempered. frustrated would-be mothers
aso wound up in the pen awaiting pick up.

There was never asgnificant problem with disease
among the flocks on Pepper Drive. Dad would occasion-
aly take asick chicken into the pathologist at the San
Diego Zoo but nothing ominous was ever reported.

Cannibalism was a very serious problem and athresat
to the viahility of the enterprise. Who knows, maybe the
chickens were bred so heavily toward egg production that
cannibalism emerged as asde effect. Cannibaism or
“picking out” usudly occurred when a chicken was laying
anegg. This presents exposed tissues for the cannibals to
pick at and they soon have the victim bleeding and usualy
dead.

To retard the cannibaism, Dad tried tin pants which
conssted of ashiny hinged tin cup that fastened to the
chickens' tailbone as akind of armored device protecting
the egg laying parts. | will never forget coming home from
school and seeing thousands of mirrors reflecting back at
me from the chicken yards on the hillsde. Somebody hed
convinced Dad that this sort of chicken chastity belt would
solve the problem but it didn’'t work.

Next was the concept that if you sprayed the entire
chicken red, the cannibals wouldn’t know where to pick
because everything looked like bloody tissue. That didn’t

The Youngjohn family gathered on the front porch - Dad
isat upper left and Milton at bottom left.

One of the chicken houses can be seen in the background
in this photo of farm cat Ginger.

work either. Chickens molt annudly and lose dl their
feathers except the larger onesin thewing and tail. Years
after the painting episode you would see a chicken with a
red tail feather here or ared wing feather there.

One summer my father offered me $300 to patrol the
chicken rooms and apprehend the cannibals. But there
was a catch. For each chicken that got cannibaized
during the summer, my $300 would be reduced by $1. It
dtill seemed like ano brainer for me to accept the job.
First day on the job while | was fantasizing about the
$300, | noticed a pile up of chickensin the corner of one
of therooms. | discovered two picked-out chickens at
the bottom of this heap making me down to $298 before |
redly got sarted. Well, | wound up getting something like
$30 for the summer’ swork and learned not to count my
chickens before they hatched.

Our whole family would work deaning, weighing and
casing the eggsin 30 dozen crates. The eggs were graded
into four Szes: large, medium, smdl, and peawvee. We did
not candle them (using alight to check for interior defects),
leaving that to the jobbers who would pick them up at the
farm and didtribute them throughout the county.

There were afew accidents on the farm like when
Dad caught his hand in the belt driving the old jack pump.
Then you went to Dr. Knox. Dr. Knox was the epitome
of acountry doctor. His office was above the drug store
on the northeast corner of Magnoliaand Main. The drug
dore itsdf with its soda fountain and revolving stools was
graight out of Norman Rockwell.

The shadow of World War |1 was creeping across the
Vdley in 1939 when the first military draft began. Navy
fighter planes dove in training dogfights above Rettlesnake
Mountain. Dad and | scoured Valey farms with the truck
picking up and ddivering any kind of scrap meta people
would give usto assigt with the war effort. My parents
could have gotten me an agricultural deferment but it was
never considered, and on June 6, 1944, | took the bus
from El Cgon and reported to the San Diego Naval
Traning Station.

A complete copy of thisessay and many othersare
available at www.elcajonhistory.org.



THIRD GRADE EssaAy CONTEST

Winning essays capture historic El Cajon

Students from 14 dementary schools submitted essays covering various aspects of El Cgon’s history in the 32
Annua Third Grade Essay Contest. The winning essays are being included in this newdetter as space permits. Thefirst
place winner was published in the July 2013 Heritage. The following are four more winning essays.

2nd Place

El Cajon In the 1900s

by Riley Noble Chavez, Bostonia School

My family haslived in El Cgonfor
severd generations. My third genera:
tion grandfather Aldert Vander Bleek
migrated to the U.S. from Dutch Hol-
land. He came to this county in search
of the American Dream.

As ayoung butcher he met the girl
of his dreams, Ndlie Griffin. They met
in Minnesota where she was origindly
from. They decided to gart afamily. The
Northeast wasnot providing thelifethey
werehoping for. Intheearly 1900sthey
chose to make a go of it, in the grest
West. They had heard many tales of the
good life the West could give to them
and their five children. Whose names
were Orville, Adele, Annabelle, Joyce,
and Eugene. Asafamily of pioneersthey
traveled by car to the West.

In 1923 they settled in Cdifornia
Inaplacecdled El Cgon. Somecdled
the land “The Vdley of Opportunity.”
When the family got to El Cgon they
found a bit of land and staked their
clam. That land isnow where Douglas
Avenueis. That isnear wherethelibrary
and the fire department are now lo-
cated. Back in those times many set-
tlers would seek shelter on public land
and make it their own.

Spanish stlers were cdled “Pa
dres” When the Padres traveled to a
placethat looked like abox shaped area
inavdley they named it “El Cgon” or
“The Box” in Spanish. The Padresand
many other settlerstraveled to the val-
ley for thelr animasto grazeonthegrass

of the valley floor. The surrounding
mountains made a perfect placefor the
animdsto grazewith running avay. The
valey dso heped gather water when it
rained.

As amember of one of the oldest
familiesto settlein El Cgon, | an not
only proud to be Spanish. | am aso
proud to know where my family chose
toraiseseverd generations. | am proud
to be a part of EI Cgon’s higtory.

Sephen Mahoney (right), Assistant
Superintendent of the Cajon Valley
Union School Didtrict, presentsthe2nd
Place trophy to Riley Noble Chavez

3rd Place

The Mother Goose Parade

by Savanna Davis, W.D. Hall School

Savanna Davis took home the 3rd
Place trophy.
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The firgt parade was in 1947 and
was organized by Thomas Wigton J.,
a business man that wanted to “do
something for the children” of El Cgon
and the surrounding cities. The parade
has everything you would liketo seein
a parade Marching Bands, Floats,
Clowns, a Queen and her Princess
Court and Horses even Classic Cars
with peoplewavinginthem. The Mother
Goose Parade aways takes place the
Sunday before Thanksgiving Day. It is
thelargest paradein San Diego County.
TheparadeistdevissdonT.V. for people
who can't get out to seeit in person.

Santa Claus has been at dl of the
parades since the beginning to kick off

(continued on page 9)



(continued from page 8)

the Holiday Season. Heis at the end
of the parade on his own float with
his deigh and reindeer. The floats in
the parade can choose a nursery
rhyme theme or something related to
the annua theme for that year. Bands
from the local high schools march in
the parade wearing the school colors
and play ingruments. Hoatsare crested
by businesses in the area and high
schools to represent their theme.
Many people volunteer their time to
create all of the floats in the parade

Virginia Stead/Natural Life Award

Red Diamond

Rattlesnake

by Nicholas Nance, Fuerte School

If you live in EI Cgon, Cdifornia
you' d better look out for the red dia-
mond rattlesnake!

Thered diamond rattlesnake can be
found from Southern Cadlifornia down
to Baga California, Mexico. These
snakes can be found up to 3,900 feet
abovesealevd. They usudly liketo hide

Nettie Kersten/Judges Award

£l Cajon

Settlers

by Beckett Rice, W.D. Hall Elementary

| chosethistopic becausel felt that
people want to know more about the
sHtlers, including me, that came to El
Cajon. The people | chose were
GeorgeH. CowlesandW.D. Hdl. Their
lives are very interesting.

W.D. Hdl came to El Cgon with
his parents when he was 18 years old.
He was origindly from Michigan. He
had a job as a carpenter at the
Coronado Hotel. He saved alot of his
money and used it to buy land. After
working some more and getting mar-
ried he bought a lumberyard. He got
tired of hauling lumber to hisyard sohe
decided to buy some new land that was
doser, but hedidn't have enough money.
He had to get a business partner. This
ishow Hall and Kesder Co. began. He
also sarted atown newspaper. He d-
wayshd ped hiscommunity fromingall-
ing aroller and steam boiler to process

Editor’s Note

The winning essays are posted
a www.ecajonhigory.org (under
“Education”). Sincethethird grad-
ers conduct their own research, the
Higoricd Society cannot guarantee
thet dl of theinformationishigtoricaly
correct.

grain for feed to building awater tower
and pumping water to the city. He was
on the school board and the president
of the Chamber of Commerce. Hewas
awel known, helpful manin thecity of
El Cgon.

George A. Cowles has a back-
ground that began in the cotton busi-
ness. He gtarted his own cotton mill at
the age 21, but it burnt down. He then
becameabroker intheNY cotton bus-
ness when was 25 years old. He was
the president of NY Cotton Exchange
at the age of 30. He traveled with his
wifeand then cameto El Cgonin 1877.
He purchased about 4,000 acres of
land where he planted fruit trees,
grapes, olives, grain and potatoes. He
was cdled the “rasn king of the U.S.”

Hea soraised horsesand cattle. He
wasadso aV.P. of abank and adirec-
tor of the California Southern Railroad.
He was responsible for extending the
rallroad which even went through his
own property. | found George A.
Cowleslifevery interesting | bet so did
you!

W.D. Hall and George A. Cowles
loved their community and always
helped out. They helped form El Cgjon
theway it isnow. | learned alot about
them.
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in cactuses and insde large piles of
brush. Although these rattlesnakes can
be found at al times of the year, you
should use extreme caution from April
to November.

Thered diamond rattlesnake some-
times breeds with the southern pacific
rattlesnake. King snakes, on the other
hand, don't breed with rattlesnakes.
Thistypeof rattler isableto have 3-20
babiesat once. When the snakeisborn,
its scaes are a sort of grayish color.
Their scales turn more reddish as the
snake matures. The baby rattlesnakes
gtay with their mother until they have
ther first shed.

The adult snake egtsquirrds, mice,
rats, birds, lizards, and bunnies. The
baby snakes et lizards and other small
reptiles and mammals. Depending on
the sze of the snake’'s med, they can
last up to three weeks with egting.

The red diamond rattlesnake is
usualy 2.5-3.5 feet long. It israre but
they areabletoreach upto 5feet. The
venom found in a full-grown red dia
mond rattlesnake has three times the
amount needed to kill a human. If the
rattlesnake' s fangs are logt, they are
rapidly replaced with venom-filled
fangs. If thissnake bitesyou it can cause
swdling, lots of pain, and vomiting.

The predatorsof therattlesnakeare
king snakes, roadrunners, and owls This
dangerous rattlesnake has five thrests.
Three of those threats are: fire, getting
captured and sold illegdly, and killed
whenhousesarebuiltinther habitet. The
other twothreatsare peopleand vehidles.

If you arein El Cgon and you see
a red diamond rattlesnake, stay cam
and slowly walk

. Y, =
away from it. Do (&

movement, or it &5
will strikel!




El Cgon Higtorical Society
P. O. Box 1973
El Cgjon, CA 92022

ECHS to hold annual
dinner meeting Oct. 24

ECHS s2013 Annud Dinner will beheld a 5 p.m.
(dinner at 5:30 p.m.) Thursday, October 24, a Junction
Steakhouse, 777 Jamacha Road, El Cgjon.

There will be abrief meeting for eection of officers
and approvd of the budget for next year, followed by an
outstanding presentation on women flyers.

Three dinner entrees are available: Steak Bites with
sdlad, Fish Tacos with rice/beans, and House Pasta with
sdad (vegetarian). The cost for the meeting remains $15.

Reservations are mandatory and must be received by
Monday, October 21.

DEADLINE MONDAY, OCTOBER 21

Mail reservations and checks to:
ECHS
P.O. Box 1973
El Cgon, CA 92022-1973

r—-———~—————— """« — " ——/ ——— Bl
I Annual Meeting Reservation Form I
| |
| Number Attending ($15 each) |
| Reservations not kept |
I Amount Enclosed become a donation I
I Name I
| |
| Address |
| |
I City, Zip I
I Phone I
I E-mall I
| Dinner Choice: |
I (if more than one person, indicate number of each) I
| Steak Fish Tacos Pasta |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |

To:

Great Gift ldea

If you're in search of something
to give afriend or rdative for Chrigmas,
why not give amembership in the
El Cgon Higtorica Society? Individud
memberships are only $12. You can dso
pay your 2014 membership dues at the same time.

Any problems with new
newsletter distribution?

Do you know of any members who have not received
their newdetter?

Due to changesin bulk mail posta regulations, the
Heritage changed its distribution system. For those who
are comfortable with dectronic media, the Heritage is
now sent by e-mail. However, paper copies of the
Heritage are il sent by regular mail to any member who
does not have email or to any member who requests to
receive printed copies.

Some e-mail account security settings may block the
ddivery of the newdetter. If you know of any member
who is not getting their newdetter, please let us know so
that we can get one to them.

HeLpr WANTED

Volunteers are needed to
help with paperwork, research,
and filing inthe office. If you'd
liketo help, please leave us a
message at (619) 444-3800.




