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President’s Message
Dear Friends,
I am including a portion of a letter I received from someone
interested in the 16 boxes and 1 plastic tub of Mother Goose Parade
memorabilia that was recently brought to us for storage. She said:
“Today I was deeply disappointed to learn my offer to begin my
Mother Goose Parade project will not be going forward. I realize this project is
not a high priority for the historical society and these records were essentially
thrust upon the society with the closure of the Mother Goose Parade Association
offices. My concern is there do not appear to be volunteers available to pursue
this project at the Knox Museum.”
Her frustration comes through loud and clear. I share her frustration and told her
so in my reply:
“I sense and understand your frustration! You are correct in assuming that there
are no volunteers available to pursue the project.”
Would you be part of the solution to this problem? It would require a slow and
steady inventorying of the 16 banker boxes and 1 plastic tub – a listing of each
item with a description – a categorizing. This could be done on Wednesday
mornings when Linda Garity and I are already at the Knox House and are
available to answer any questions you might have. Please contact me at
clnowak77@gmail.com.
Carla

2019 ECHS Budget & Slate of Officers
El Cajon Historical Society-- Budget 2019

Slate of Officers for 2018:

Income

President……………………………….Carla Nowak

Book Sales

$ 500.00

Vice President……………………….Colleen White

Donations

$ 500.00

Recording Secretary………………Rebecca Taylor

Dues

$2,200.00

Corresponding Secretary…………..…Ruth Cope

Investment Income

$

Opportunity Drawings

$ 450.00

Quarterly Meetings

$1,000.00

Special Events

$2,660.00

20.00

Treasurer……………..…..George Dall/Joe Klock
Continuing Directors whose term expires
December 2018:
George Dall
Mike Kaszuba
Jack Dickens

$7,330.00

Rebecca Taylor
Continuing Directors whose term expires
December 31, 2019:

Expenses
50.00

Colleen White

Building Maintenance

$

Insurance

$2,200.00

Membership

$

Miscellaneous Expense

$ 100.00

Newsletter/Publications

$ 300.00

Proposed Directors whose term expires
December 31, 2020:

Office Expense

$ 250.00

Linda Garity

PO Box Rental

$ 100.00

Ruth Cope

Postage

$ 250.00

Carla Nowak

Quarterly Meetings

$1,000.00

Christy Klock

Safe Deposit Box Rent

$ 135.00

Proposed Appointed Directors:

Sales Tax

$

Rick Hall

Security

$ 500.00

Storage

$ 820.00

Special Events

$

Telephone/Internet

$1,500.00

25.00

50.00

50.00

$7,330.00
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Fran Hill
Eldonna Lay
Joe Klock

Carroll Rice
Linda Foltz

Change to Bylaws of the El Cajon Historical Society
Approved at our September Meeting
Article VIII (Officers)
Section 6. (Treasurer)
6.c.
Prepare and present, or arrange for the presentation and approval, of financial
statements at each meeting quarterly of for the Board of Directors and of the
Corporation. (Treasurer would supply answers to any questions on demand from the
Board of Directors in the interim).

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Thank you for responding to our plea to pay your dues! Your membership keeps us
going. Be sure to read G. Carroll Rice’s article on the next page for more information
on this and your important role in the ECHS.
Most memberships are on a calendar year basis.
Membership dues for 2018 remain: $12 for Individual, $20 Family, $30 Organization,
$40 Business, $500 Enhanced Life (Life members never need to renew).
Please make checks payable to ECHS and send to:
P.O. Box 1973, El Cajon, CA 92022-1973.
Telephone Messages: 619-444-3800.
Thank you!
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Historical Society is Deeply Troubled
by G. Carroll Rice

Your society is on its way out. Without the coordinated help of its
membership, there is doubt that it will last another year. I’m not crying “Wolf!”
In short, we need money, volunteers, and a wider membership . . . not
necessarily in that order.
At present, there is a core of dedicated, hard working, enthusiastic volunteers who
regularly fill the officer slots, spend time and effort as docents, catalog documents
and maintain the facility. Those fifteen or twenty members can’t last forever; they
can’t decorate the Knox House, catalog artifacts, digitize documents, greet
visitors, etc. all by themselves, and have any life left over.
Recruiting younger members and volunteers of any age could give us a
significant turnaround. (Example: Our current digitization project will occupy
many hours and could create a host of new studies and articles – but will
require volunteers to perform the work.
We should establish much closer relationships with high school museums, other
historical societies, and such sites as You know you’re from El Cajon . . .
(on Facebook) and make it clear that their participants are welcome at the Knox.
It also appears that many of the members of the You know you’re from
El Cajon site were students or active in the Valley in the late years of the last
century – a period we should cover in our files . . . and others have historical
photos and files that are valuable resources for all of the Societies.
The Knox House must be open longer hours if visitors are to be attracted – more
visitors mean more donations and new members.
The need for money is critical; our expenditures keep rising as we struggle to
keep up with current needs. The Board avoided raising annual dues as long as
possible and then raised them only three dollars, beginning next year. New
members have been fewer than expected in 2018 and the work has increased.
We must recruit and maintain active members. Perhaps an influx of younger
members will produce new programs to raise money and attract more community
interest.
Our Historical Society has a sound foundation and history; if we plan and
cooperate, we can overcome the challenges time has given us. Who knows?
One of those new, bright, and enthusiastic members has a suggestion that will
turn things around . . . or why not you?
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The following article is from the Mountain Heritage Newsletter.
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Our Thanks to Friends of East County Arts
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EVER HEAR OF THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE FOUNDATION?
October is your opportunity to learn about this unique non-profit organization,
as D. A. “Mac” MacPherson, the current executive director of the Automotive Research
Library of the HCFI will be the speaker at our October meeting. Among Mac’s many duties
are scanning, editing and cataloging what amounts to nearly three million pages of automotive
periodicals. Most are from the early 1920’s and even older. The library does have operating
hours during which it is free to come in and read, and they also conduct research requests for
a fee. Mac recently helped a member find a caster,
camber and toe-in specs for a 1917 Hudson!
If you would like to learn more, be sure to attend our
quarterly meeting on October 18.
The library is located in La Mesa.
Their phone # is 619.464.0301,
email: research @hcfi.org, website: HCFI.org.
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From: El Cajon Histor ical Society
P. O. Box 1973
El Cajon, CA 92022

To:

October Meeting
The October quarterly meeting is
Thursday, October 18 at llam at the
New Century Buffet Banquet Room.
Located at 868 Jackman Street,
the Buffet serves Chinese, Japanese
and American cuisine.
The cost for lunch is still only $l5!
Our speaker will be Mac MacPherson,
the Executive Director of the
Automotive Research Library
of the Horseless Carriage Foundation
(HFCI).
So, make your reservations early.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

October Meeting Reservation Form
Number Attending ______ @ $15 Each
Name
_____________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________
City, Zip
___________________________________________
Phone
_____________________________________________
E-mail
____________________________________________
RESERVATION DEADLINE – October 15, 2018
Mail reservations to:
ECHS, P.O. Box 1973, El Cajon, CA 92022-1973
Reservations not kept become a donation.
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