Historicel Date on the City of El Cajon
Copied from notes made by Hazel Sperry

The floor of the valley is 460 ft. sbove sea Jevel.

Union Title ['scord showe thst the first ¥l Cajon City plot was filed
April 1886.

Incorporation of the City of El1 Cajon was on November 12, 15912,
The people voted 103 yes mund 35 gpo to make El Cajon s eity ef 6th. claes.

Mr, James A. Harris was first Mayor.
First city council consisted of
James A. Herris - Mayor

Dr. Charles Inox-

Joln B. Rumsey -

¥illiam Still

Georpge W. I;uneh

The same@ year the State Hirhway Comwmission announced pleans for construet-
ing "one of its' highways to Tl Centro wiih thet highway passing through
ia Mesa, El Cajon, and Bostonia,"

First Chamber of Commerce wes promoted by James A. Harris,

Notes Trom Vulley News, 1852.

1892~ Village:

Back in 1882 the business comaunitly was gapurently quite saall :inece the
ilalley News advertising columns indicate the primcipal business estab-
lishments weie;

ﬁnn:nﬂnielérunaulidnted with liotel del Coronmm

Valley Paint Shep

F1 Cagon Mest Market owned by Bescom & Co.

£l Cajon Rarber Shop & Bath liouse.

F.E. Dupgess itore {a mejor irstitution of that time) which sdvertised
proctriea; dry goods, hardware, bhoots and shoes, pesint, ecils, elc.
“Everything found in a first class country sture”,

In 1862~the railroud in X1 Cajon Valley had five stations, El Cajon
Héirh"t.g’- flawley, Santee, fiverview and lakeside. Rotnayg erw-qu:x ﬁmﬁ"‘
€L Caga )—Tnonste LE3q |



The 1200-1210 Era:

Still Burgess Store~ Northesst corner of Haine and l.agnolia.

This was a peneral shore--post office in Lhe corner of the store.

S.E. corner of iain and hagnolis had thelr warehouse for hay snd pgrain,
sl=o owned by Still ﬁnrgﬂss.

L.%. corner--Corona Hotel- {leter bwmndd to the gruund}-ﬂarunl llotel at
ene time wns owned by retired Dehesa Storekeeper by the namg 5f MHunger,
Ha also operated & Stage between"the Corners” ean.. the Railroad Ststion,

Mr, Devid Knowles had an early bearding house. Mrs Knoewles w25 Called
"fant Lou®. 21 meals for 23.00 and reom for $2.00 per week. Yood served
on larre platters family styla.

There was an orange snd lemen packing house at the railway station-
cperated by Ira S. Irey.

East of “The Corners" was Adams Harness Siore.

John lindetrom's Shoe repair

Al Browers' Pharmacy vhere Herry Hill later pot uie store. Then koD
finll (wood shed housing cross cut and rip saws, =mall planes and one or
iwo other machines,

¥einstock Bldg. boused the nevly organized Cuyamaca State Nen'c downstisirs
and Hems Telephone, upsteirs.

flavey Crandall lsler Led s meat merket lhere. The Cuyamaea Rank moved

i 5,¥. corner of Main and Magnolia.

Geing west from Weinstock Bldg. tlere wes a space-then 4wo staores of
John Pamsey-merchancise and greery, Johm McKinnom Rlacksmith Shop, Bas-

coms et larket snd £till Burgess Inrehuuae, Jobn Brenner had a barber-
Ehop in the corner of the Corona Hotel.

Populatien in E1 Cajon.
1847- Yap showed 15 humes on hancho L1 Cejon- original 48,000 acre ranch.

1877-25 white fumilies comprisirg 90 inuividuals in the entire valley,

12405-11 Cajon wes a small fﬁr' }ﬂtn of 15,000 people.
L
1951~-7, 200~  city-6t, 000 B;#:;égﬂ itrade ares.

IGrE—Hd ﬂﬁﬁnc ty=75,000 prﬁtntﬂﬂ trude aresa.

A T B 2l 08a
7’?—»Lv¢~r c:% eity —ahm't o0, 000 in valley.
1960-—Vopulation almost 40,000,



Post Office
The firs=t posl office was in Knex Hotel-= Mr, Amsziah XKnox was the first
Pozt Master-~1878.

Then Mr, Bowden {druggist in 1£92) hed the post .office in his drug store
{probably burgess & Derbyshire Lad Lhe post office inr ihe drug store.
(Mr, Dmwder's sister liurried Mr. Dodson whe was one of the Post Masters,

%r, Dodsen appointed post mester in 1895 (took over job from E.E. Burgess.
kr, Dodson moved post office im three wheel barrow loads,
kr. Dodson resiguned as post master €6 become Justiece of the Psace.

I.€. Burgess (of Still-Burgess ¥arehousg) became poest master in 1809~
Post office was in Still Burgess Store.

Pirst Still Burgeses warochouse was on S5.E. corner of Main & Megnolia--
then acress street on N.E, cormer. Then they consiructed ibeir new

ger eral store on £.E. corner where Dunlaps is now loeated (Dunlap's

1980 ersj. The post office was usually in their store.

Mr. Dodson says that sometimes the train couldn't maeke it over the hill
and he wavld bave to send a truek Lo San Diepo to brinmg the mail. Mr,
Nodscn was guite & joker.

Then Mr. Dodson becume pestmaster ugain in 1914- remasined in that position
umbtil his retirement in 1940.

Vhen Mr. Douson was post master in 1B95, he waes the sole postusl worker
for the Valley an for years afier 1895. Ar. Bye was the first ruresl
route earrier.

¥n 1967, Mr. Roether had 58 clerks and operated 24 rursl carrier routes.
%hea Mr. licether took over in 1940 he had 6 employees and 2 rural routes
of 1500 residenis each,

In 19A0- 103 emnloyees were working out of the L1 Cajon post office
aad the eity ponulation hed climbed to nesrly 40,000,

Portmasters {(Authentic information,)
1si.Amaziah Xnox---—June 6, 1878

2nd L AxdrxBarbyxkix
E.E. Burgess—--liec. -15, 1888

$rd.A. J. Derbyshire--Jduly 20, 1890
4t%/ E.E. Burgess----harch 14, 1891

th. DOCEON———ws—eme=iiarch Gy 1
E{i. huin G.HBurpess— —arch d ?ggﬁ



Tth. Wm, Stell--—-Feb, 23, 1306

8th. lDedson—-—== 1914 {(remsined until 1640}

9th., Mr. Jsck koether 1940 remained until 19GO
10ths Thomes C. Smith--1960

1l1th. %m Guy Clark

The first newspeper in Fl Cajon was "The L1 Cejon Star—— ithe firsi editdsn
of ithis prper was . 18, 1889, 'The newspuper wes printed <ewn by ihe
railroad steiion, The editeor was Francis hhaley, He moved here from
Oceanside where be had been publishing hie paper entitled "The Star--

San Digge County".

1892~ The first "Valley News in El Cajon~-bir. Somers was editor. A

Jitile later E. N, Sulliven was listed as publisher. (Mr, Sullivan was

San “iege printer end he published the San Diego County Advertiger
(started in 1891). le sori of merged ihe tvo papers.

18388«-"0nce o Week"-~-was & psper started by Mr, Kessler of Hessler and
Hall, This paper was t:uken over by the Valley Aews after s fev years.

The errly Valley News office was in baek of Ueimsiock’s Building at the
S.¥. corner of Presceit wnd Main &£%.

Telephone.

The first telephone office in Kl Cajen wes situated in the bheinstock
Building at ihe corner of Prescoit and hrin Sts. (Southwest corner.
This tuilding was esrlier the El Cajon hLsll.

%¥hen the llome telephone wae housed upstairs in ihis bLuillding, the newly

organized Cuvamaca State Dank wes downstais, The telephone exchange hsad
ong operetor on twenty~four hour duty. Another girl} watched the switch

board ati night and wakened tlie operator if there wos a call.

The Cuyamaca Bank started about 1610,

The first teleplone io El Cajun was estaulished in 190Z.

The liome Telephone Lo, was established im L1 Cajon in 1506.



lights—<Flecuricity--ias
The Pirst electric lights to El Cajon csme in 1211 with ten miles of line
pieced from La Mesa through F1 Cajom te Sentee.

The first gas service io El Cajon arrived Uectober 1, 1926,
Flume HOEEE'

\r. Dodson telle about people biéfeling in ibe flume during dreughis.
They could bieycle almest around the Velley in the flume.

1892-~issue of the Valley News urged people io lay water pipe to connect
the village vith the flume line.

1286 =~ May ld~-Flume “o. orgenized,

1888~ Cuyamuca Dim aod ~iverting Mam completed. The San Pliepc Flume To.
cﬂmﬁ%mggﬁﬁigf; bip redwood flume from Cuyemasca Dam (8t Cuysmecs ]ake

end Poironlisike) to the Valley in 1487, (This dam emptied into Grossmort
and Tuculyptus reservoirs. The firsi water wes trensported from the
Diverting Lam through the Flume to la Mesa aree on February 22, 1%a%9,
The original Board of Directors—- Milton Santee, George lersion, R.H.
Stretech, Kebert ~llison, J.M. Luce, T.T. Critteanden, amd ~.%. korse.
Oihers interested Beavily in lhe veature were K.%. Hawley, 7.3, Van Dyke,
W.L. thiﬂsnu,'ﬂrynnt Howard, George Copelsnd, am W%,H. Ferry.



